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WiLL It Herp DeveLop WeaPoNs?

Concerns
arise about
ISU center

A former lobbyist for the
university warns that ‘the
transfer of weapons
technology to certain
countries will be an issue.’

By THOMAS R. O'DONNELL
Or Trx RecesTen's AMES Bureau

Ames, 8. — Iowa State Univer-~

sity 1 proudly touting its new In-
ternational Institute of Theoretical
and Applied Physics, but some ex-
perts warn that {f not carefully
. nitored, the center could help
some countries deve!op nuclear
weapons.

University leaders downplayed
the worries, saying the research to
be done at 1SU would have little ap-
plication to weapons techrology.

The center; supported by the
United Nations Educational Scien-
tific and Cultural Organization,
known as UNESCO, is patterned
after the International-Centre for
Theoretical Physics in Trieste, [La-
ly, founded in 1964 by Pakistani
Nobel Jaureate Mohammed Abdus
Salam. UNESCO gave approval for
the new institute last month,
choosing ISU over seven other pro-
posals.

". The Ames project, to begin next
July, will bring hundreds of scien-
tists, many from Third World coun-
tries, here to study and do resez

at existing ISU facilities.

But questions have heen raised
ADOUL WIE TIIESIC ik 5 poasicic
connection to the development of
nuclear weapons and missiles in
countries such as Iran, [raq, China,
Paldstan and India. Officials at the
Italian center say they customarily
ignore whether visiting scientists
from other nations are working on

- wilitary or non-military projects.

Fears about the comnection
prompted a former lobbyist for ISU
to warn that if it established the
center “the transfer of weapons
technology to certain countries will
be an issue. At the very least it
could become a public relations

1SU officials say there is only a
slim chance scientists visiting the
institute here could take away
knowledge useful in building

Weapons.

*“If I were interested in that area,
1 would not come to Ames, lowa,”
1SU Provost John Kozak said.

James Vary, acting director of
the institute and an {SU physics
professor, said rescarch at [owa
State University is devoted to a dif-
ferent area of physics that would
have little application to weapons.

“It's a guestion of who has the
expertise to help them, and [ don’t
see the peaple around here as hav-
ing that kingd of expertise,” Vary
saxi of weapons technology, “Most
of the people in the weapons indus-
try don't have an interest in what
wedo.” .

But an expert on the prolifera- | president of the Institute for Sci-
tioa of woapone techmalngy martie- | ence and International Security, a
ularly among Third World coun- | Washington, D.C., think tank, sax,
tries, said ISU should nonetheless :

treat the program carefully.
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IfU.S. returns to agency,
it could pay off big for ISU

Fucee Tur ReGisten’s Aues B

Ames, [a. — [owa State Universi-
ty may find itseif caught in the mid-
dle of a controversy over U.S. mem-
bership in a United Nations agency.

The United States dropped out of
the U.N. Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization, known as
UNESCO, in 1985 after charging the
organization with mismanagement
and politicization. Since then, there
has been a change in leadership in
the agency, and the Clinton adminis-

tration is said to bé considering.

rejoining UNESCO.

That would be good for 1SU, uni-
versity officials said last week. The
school recently received UNESCO
backing, including some money, for
an International Institute of Theoret-
ical and Applied Physics. Even more
heip could be available if the United
States rejoins UNESCO.

“The techaical limits that
UNESCQO has at the moment would
be reduced if the U.S. joined
UNESCO," -~ James Vary, acting
director of institute and 4 phys-
kcs professor at [SU.

1SU Provost John Kozak said the
United States would have to be a
member “for any significant dollars
to flow from UNESCO to the United
States.”

Kozak and Vary said that when
they met with UNESCO representa-
tives in Paris early last May w0 pres-
ent ISU's proposal for the insttute,
no officials asked them to lobby far
U.S. re-entry into the agency. But of-
ficials did say “it would be nice if the
United States were to rejoin
UNESCO,” Kozzk added.

Soon after Vary and Hozak re-
turned, however, Stuart Hadley,
ISU's interum director of federal rela-
tions, sent 2 memo to US. Rep. Neal
Smith, D-la., noting [SU's shop at
gaining UNESCO approval for the i+
stitute.

Hadley wrote: “IL is also apparent
UNESCO officials are interested in
seeing the U.S. rejoin UNESCO. If
you do come Lo the conclusion that
the U.S. should rejoin UNESCO, it
could be very beneficial to us in our
quest for secuning dollars for the po-
tential center.”



Some fear ISU center may
help develop nuclear arms

ISU
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"Any theoretical physics institute is
going to have a high capacity for re-
search” — mdudlng msea:t:h apph—
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nology available at the ISU center,
such as supercomputers, could be
misused, he said.

Contacted by Salam

Vary said that two years ago a
representative of Salam contacted
ISU about sponsaring a counterpart
to the Trieste center. IS1) was attrac-
tive because of its reputation for ed-
ucating international scholars and
the presence of the Ames Laborato-
ry, 2 U.S. Department of Energy fa-
cility operated by the university.
The Ames Lab was the source of fuel
for the first nuclear weapons, but
Vary said he knows of no one at the
tab currently doing weapons-related
research.

ISU began work on bringing the in-
stitute to Ames. Meanwhile, Kent
Hall, ISU"s director of federal rela-
tions, issued a memo last January,
shortly before he Jeft to rejoin the
staff of a North Dakota senator. The
memo cited a Washington Post arti-
cle tying the Trieste center to
weapons proliferation.

“At the very least it could berome
a public relations nightmare,” Hatl
warned. -

The Post article; which appeared
last December, quoted director
Salam as saying the Itadian center ig-
nores whether researchers from the
Third World are pursuing peaceful
or military goals.

Wehavelhnnﬂ'aa]pohcythaz
work must be done for peaceful pur-
poses. but it's more official than kept

Theoretical and Applied Physics:

programs with Trieste center.

and agriculture.

technology there.

distinguish between military or
peaceful purposes for the sophisti-
ﬁmrchdamstﬂwoenm he
The Trieste center has been host to
scientists from a number of coun-
tries believéd to be engaged in re-
search on nuclear weapons, includ-
ing India, which exploded a nuclear
bomb in 1574. Pakistan, which has
said it has miclear-weapons capabiti-
ties, also has sent researchers to the
center. Neither country has signed
the Nuclezr Non-Proliferation Trea-

ty, which is aimed at halting the .

spread of nuclear weapons technoio-

EY-
Irag, which has been accused of
hav'ng a secret nuclear-weapons
also has sent scientists to

the Italian center.

Hall's memo suggested that ISU
develop a policy on the issue, per-
haps refusing to acrept scientists
from nations that hay ot signed
the Nuclear Non-Prolife. ation Trea-
ty. "Unfortunately, some countries,
frar and Iraq, have sioned the treatv

NEW ISU PHYSICS INSTITUTE __

Here is alook at lowa State University's new International Institute of

# Established in cooperation with the International Centre for
Theoretical Physics in Trieste, italy, and the United Mations Educational,
Sriwentific and Ciitiral Manbahnn WS ke rlﬂulu " rmrhnslmu

# ISU to provide $500,000 of the initial annual I:mdget of $1.2 million.
UNESCO to contribute between $100,000 and $200,000. ISU seeking
donations from foundations for an additional $600.000.

B Expected to start next July and expected to bring in several hundred
scholars each year. Scientific programs would fecus on theoretical
physics and closely overlapping areas in chemistry, engineering, math

B Designed to help scientists from developing countries with research
and teaching in their own countries and to strengthen science and

Kozak said no policy has been for-
mulated. “We haven't developed
those policy issues. Quite frankly,
the Tocus here is in such 2 different
direction than nuclear weapons tech-
nology,” he said, and such a pohcy
does not seem urgent.

Possible Application

Kozak acknowledged that some of
what the scientists learn at ISU
could be applied to weapans technol-

“It’s the same guestion you would
ask if you were teaching a freshman
physics course” in which nuclear en-
ergy is diseussed. “Isn’t it possible in
some way that those concepts could

. have relevance to 2 completely dif-

fmtama?...'!‘tmhm:zmweria
yes."”

Vary agreed that it’s possible re-
search at ISU could be applied to
weapons. “Devious minds car do just

about anything they want. ... It's

“Our long-term goal is to build
communication and dialogue with
{Third World) scientists so they are
participants in economic develop-
ment,” he said. “That would reduce
tersions and redtice the desires and

. feuupeoplehavtﬂmludﬂmto
_ build up military weapons.”

Hali's successor, Lowell Christy,
said fears over the Trieste center’s
spreading weapons technology are

“a residue of the Cold War."

“Yes, indeed, some iragi scientists
wext there,” he said. “What they de-
rived there in terms of translation
Egnuchr weapons was negligi-
Warning

Albright, the president of the In-
stitute for Science and International

~ Security, and other analysts said

they, too, doubted work done at Tri-
este had much application. to
weapons technology. Nonetheless,
they warned that administrators
mustbeongmd:gaimtsxh 2 pos-

Tedlm!ngywhlchishmwnmw
can be misused,” Albright said. “At
the same time, you can’t put a fence



